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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN, VE 

SUBJECT: TORRIJOS TRIP TO VENEZUELA 
REF: PANAMA 1531 

1. SEMI-INDEPENDENT PANAMA "STAR AND HERALD" (ENGLISH) AND "ESTRELLA" 
(SPANISH) FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 8, BOTH CARRY AP WIRE STORIES FROM CARACAS 

REPORTING COPEI CRITICISM OF MARCH 4 MEETING BETWEEN ANDRES PEREZ AND 
TORRIJOS, AND OF TORRIJOS' STATEMENTS ABOUT CHARGES THAT ANDRES PEREZ 
HAD ONCE ACCEPTED MONEY FROM CIA. COPEI IS REPORTED AS CHARGING THAT 
LATTER TORRIJOS STATEMENTS CONSTITUTE INTERVENTION IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OF VENEZUELA. 

2. ARTICLES STATE THAT TORRIJOS-ANDRES PEREZ MEETING WAS REPORTEDLY 
ALSO ATTENDED BY JOSE VICENTE RANGEL, VENEZUELAN SOCIALIST PRESIDENTIAL 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 01625 082046Z 

CANDIDATE, WHO HAD JUST RETURNED FROM CUBA. SAME REPORT HAS BEEN 
FLOATING AROUND PANAMA CITY AND CANAL ZONE, SAID TO BE BASED ON TELE- 
PHONE CALL FROM SOMEONE IN CARACAS. 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANY REPORTING FROM CARACAS ON 
THIS SUBJECT, AND WOULD BE PARTICULARLY GRATEFUL FOR ANYTHING 
FURTHER THAT CAN BE PICKED UP ABOUT RANGEL'S PRESENCE AT MEETING. 
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